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Having books at home matters

• Home literacy environment & quantity and 
quality of interactions are linked to 
language & cognitive development

• Reading regularly at home associated with 
higher reading comprehension, reading 
fluency and receptive vocabulary

• Children in homes with many books get 3 
years more schooling than children from 
bookless homes



But too many children are growing up without them

• Only 50% of parents worldwide regularly engage in cognitively stimulating 
activities with young children 

• Only 3% of households in Sub-Saharan Africa have two or more children’s books.  

Imagine if 
we could…

• Strengthen the reading culture at home

• Increase the amount of reading children do before they 
start primary school

• Increase parents’ engagement with children at home

• Help children build strong early literacy and oral language

• Establish a life-long love of reading



Read@Home will deliver reading, learning and play 
materials to hard-to-reach homes, as quickly and 

efficiently as possible, and encourage caregivers to 
support children’s learning at home



Read@Home provides technical assistance to 
complement country efforts & create global public goods

Identify and select
quality reading

materials

To source, select, 
develop & procure 
quality titles and 

other reading 
materials

Encourage parents to
support reading at 

home

To select & develop 
materials for 

caregivers & support 
partnerships to 

engage caregivers & 
communities

Strengthen the Book 
Supply Chain

To improve the 
efficiency of quality of 
the book supply chain 

across countries & 
lower the unit costs of 

books

Global public goods

- Guidance to identify 
reading materials

- Guidance on caregiver 
engagement

- Guidance on M&E

- Guidance on procurement



Strengthening the Book Supply Chain 

• Costs to procure and deliver books vary 
greatly

• Read@Home will improve the quality, cost-
effectiveness and efficiency of book supply 
chains in countries by:
• Guidance on procurement procedures

• Standardized technical specifications for book 
procurement

• Book distribution systems to ensure books 
arrive at their intended destinations

• Innovative procurement solutions to reduce 
costs and timelines (Direct title procurement; 
pre-qualification including negotiated pricing; 
multi-year framework contracts, etc.)



Read@Home is working with 13 countries so far

Sudan
The 

Philippines
El Salvador Senegal Niger

Mozambique

North Macedonia

Honduras

Uzbekistan

Cameroon Republic of 
Marshall Islands

São Tomé 
e Principe

Djibouti



Read@Home materials guidanceCountry examples

North Macedonia

Supported Ministry of Education 
and Science & Ministry Labor and 

Social Protection to reach all 
children ages 3-12 in the country’s 

poorest 10% of households (40,000 
children) with storybooks, reading 

comprehension activities and 
guidance to parents in the language 

they speak at home.

Senegal

Will reach over 1 million children 
(30% of all children below the age of 
6), partnering with community and 
public preschools, koranic schools, 

community-based nutrition 
platforms and mother’s groups 
associated with cash transfer 

programs. 

Cameroon

Will reach over 200 schools (137,000 
children) in grades 1-6, in the 

regions with the lowest learning 
outcomes in the country, with 

storybooks and caregiver guidance 
in Ewondo, Doula, Fulfulde, 

Ghomala, Kom, French and English. 
A set of 200 titles in mother tongue 

for grades K-3 are being 
versioned/developed.



Read@Home materials guidance
Provides guidance on how to:

- Identify and select quality reading 
materials

- Find, design and distribute 
accompanying materials for caregivers 
to support children’s learning

- Monitor and evaluate book distribution 
efforts

Available in English, Spanish, French, 
Portuguese. Arabic coming soon!

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/ed
ucation/brief/read-at-home

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/education/brief/read-at-home


Read@Home materials guidanceGlobal Research on Books and Reading

• The number of words that children know before they enter school is a predictor of 
school success

• Children with greater vocabulary are likely to become better readers and to have 
stronger comprehension skills

• Children who are read to multiple times a day from 0-5 years hear 1.4 million more 
words than children who are never read to

• A study in 35 low to high income countries found that found that having at least 
one children’s book at home almost doubled the likelihood of the child being on 
track in literacy and numeracy

• Reading about diverse topics has been found to positively influence children’s 
social and emotional learning competencies, apart from building cultural 
knowledge



Read@Home materials guidanceBook Selection: identifying quality storybooks



Read@Home materials guidanceBook Selection: identifying and selecting book titles

In country: 

• Ministry of Education officials
• Publishers and booksellers
• Funders (e.g. USAID, NORAD, FCDO) and sponsoring 

organizations (e.g. foundations)
• UN agencies engaged in education (e.g. UNESCO and UNICEF)
• International, regional, and national NGOs or community 

organizations focused on literacy (e.g. Uwezo, CODE, Save the 
Children, World Vision, Pratham, Room to Read, USAID 
implementing partners)

• Private schools

Through digital libraries: 

• Global Digital Library
• Literacy Cloud
• Storyweaver
• BLOOM Library
• Book Dash
• African Storybook Initiative

Source: 
Read@Home
Manual 

https://digitallibrary.io/
https://literacycloud.org/
https://storyweaver.org.in/
https://bloomlibrary.org/
https://bookdash.org/books/
https://www.africanstorybook.org/


Read@Home materials guidanceBook Selection: costing children’s books and story-cards



Read@Home materials guidanceGuidance for Caregiver Engagement

• Strategies for 
caregiver 
engagement 
before, during and 
after reading

• Examples of key 
messages for 
caregivers



Read@Home materials guidanceGuidance for Caregiver Engagement: delivering content to 
caregivers

What are the existing services that support families on a regular basis? 

• Cash transfer programs with regular meetings and/or a parenting accompanying measure; 

• Education programs, including early childhood parenting groups or home visits, community 
libraries, PTAs, afterschool classes, and adult literacy or agriculture extension programs; 

• Health programs, including health and developmental checkups, home visits, vaccination 
campaigns, community nutrition counselling, HIV support groups, or others; 

• Community engagement programs run by faith-based leaders and groups (e.g. men and 
women’s support groups);

• Community engagement programs run by nongovernmental organizations (savings groups, 
psychosocial support groups, etc.); 

• Distance education programs (TV, radio, Short Messaging Services (SMS), Interactive Audio 
Instruction (IAI), and print materials).



Read@Home materials guidanceGuidance for Caregiver Engagement: delivering content to 
caregivers 

What is the profile of families that we want to 

reach? 

What language do they speak? 

Can they read/interpret illustrations?

What is the penetration of technology in 

their area? 
Source: Save the Children Rwanda 

https://www.savethechildren.org/content/dam/global/reports/education-and-child-protection/enj-books-home-eng.pdf


Read@Home materials guidanceMonitoring for Learning  

• Short-term, 
Medium-term and 
Long-term 
Outcomes

• Can be used with 
Monitoring, 
Process-
evaluation and 
Impact Evaluation 
frameworks 
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