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Our Vision: Moving libraries 2020 (extract)

 ekz is the most important driving force for innovation and

shapes the library industry together with its customers. 

 We envision news tasks and roles for libraries together with

them. 

 We see ourselves as an impulse generator for design and

technology and create innovations within our market.

 We act as a strategic, stable and – where possible - exclusive

partner within an excellent library-related network. 

 Our partners strive to develop new ideas and products

together with us. 
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Innovation: Online ordering, leading book-binding

and data enriching services for public libraries
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Innovation: 

Onleihe, Europe‘s leading eLending platform
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Innovation: eCircle, a display system for eLending
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Innovation: RFID and Open Libraries solutions
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Innovation: New spaces for the mission of libraries

Rottenburg Public Library 
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Profile

 Library know-how since 1947

 ekz consists of 19 shareholders today: municipalities, federal states, 
foundations, public libraries and the management team of ekz

 Objective: to liberate libraries from their formal and routine tasks, save 
them time for customer services and innovative projects

 Products and services provided by one partner

 Media: books and nonbooks, reviewing and cataloging services, 
standing orders, customized book processing, 
web based purchasing, ebook platform

 Interior: furnishings, library materials and technology
(RFID)

 Development support: trainings, seminars, project
consulting, library limited companies, school and
library cooperation
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Figures and Facts

 Our customers in Europe: more than 10,000 libraries, cultural and

building authorities, architecture offices, educational institutions, companies and

banking institutions

 About 300 employees in the ekz group: architects, librarians, bookbinders, 

booksellers, designer, IT specialists, business people ...

 ekz headquarters in Reutlingen, near Stuttgart

 Branches in France and Austria

 Subsidiaries:

NORIS Transportverpackung GmbH (Multimedia-packaging)

EasyCheck GmbH & Co. KG (RFID technology and media safety systems),

divibib GmbH (Onleihe) and sofortwelten

LMSCloud GmbH

 Partner companies and shareholdings in many European countries 

 Approx. 60 Mio. EUR sales in 2016



Reading and digital challenges

- what we do and what we offer
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ekz Advisory Board: Future roles of libraries
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Research / Future roles: 

How many Germans use public libraries?
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Research / Future roles: 

What do Germans expect from public libraries?
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Helping kids to read: Recommendations



17

Topics of our seminars and workshops

Media 
management for
hybrid libraries

Reading 
encouragement

with Apps

Interior design for
small libraries

E-Lending with
Onleihe

Lobbying for
libraries in 

municipalities

Gaming and
gamification

Coaching
Organizational
Development

Strategies
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Seminar: Reading encouragement with Apps

 Presentations of writer

Thomas Feibel and

librarian Tanja Schmidt 

(Frankfurt)

 Idea Workshop

 Implement

„Stadtsache“, 

a local based

game

 Implement App 

„Wörterfabrik“
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An example: The App „Wörterfabrik“

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjIfakUdV6o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjIfakUdV6o


20

Recommendation by Frankfurt Public Library

http://bit.ly/2gFLJXM
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Sponsoring of Library Schools

 Seminar on Digital Reading 

Worlds at the Hamburg 

University of Applied 

Sciences with Prof. Dr. Ute 

Krauß-Leichert

 Development of a criteria

catalogue for the quality of

reading apps

 Helping kids to create their

own story / content with

apps

 ekz sponsored speakers

Prof. Dr. Ute Krauß-Leichert

Screenshot of seminar moment
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 Reading 

encouragement: 

Seminars and media

 Media and

information literacy: 

Seminars and media

 Interior design

 General consulting

Supporting the creation of School libraries
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Reading promotion



Thank you very much for your attention!

Andreas.Mittrowann@ekz.de

www.ekz.de


